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Abstractl

O In Japan, ordinances for building a welfare community
are being established nationwide now that the nation has a
super-aging society. In Hyogo Prefecture as well, Ordi-
nance for Building a Welfare Community was established
in October 1992, with the Special District Improvement
Plan for Building a Welfare Community being in its sixth
year, having been established in October 1993. The estab-
lished districts numbered five cities/towns and five re-
gions in 1993 and now number 84 cities/towns and 144
regions in 1999.

O In last year's research study, we pointed out the contra-
dicting issues in building a community and improving a
special district in the town of lzushi that is building its
community around forming a historical landscape and in
the town of Kasumi that is improving its community as a
snow district by focusing on anti-snow measures. This
year's research study took such results into consideration
upon conducting a questionnaire survey among 77 local
governments of the districts designated in the 1998 Spe-
cial District Improvement Plan. The survey helped us un-
derstand the evaluation of the improvement after the plan
had been implemented. We believe that one of the reasons
why improvement was not complete lies in the difficulty
to make adaptations to specific local situations. Thus, we
proceeded to understand the characteristics of the districts

in the prefecture so that we could point out specific is-
sues. After taking these results into consideration, our aim
is to gain basic knowledge about each region so that we
may consider making improvements that best suit the re-
gion's situation.
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